Primitive reflexes and the determination of fetal presentation at birth.
Ninety term breech-presenting singletons with birth weights greater than 2500 g and no congenital anomalies were matched with similar cephalic-presenting infants on gender and mode of delivery (n = 180). Thirteen primitive reflexes were examined at birth, 6 weeks and 3 and 5 months. No significant differences in the intensity of the asymmetrical tonic neck, symmetrical tonic neck, positive support tonic labyrinthine (prone and supine), segmental rolling (head-on-body and body-on-body), Galant, Moro, upper and lower extremity grasp, lower extremity placing and stepping reflexes were observed between these two groups of infants. Infants delivered vaginally, regardless of presentation, had weaker Moro reflexes at 5 months than infants delivered by cesarean section. The popular notion that precursors to early motor behaviors, such as the placing and stepping reflexes, are determinants of fetal presentation at the end of pregnancy is not supported by these results. Instead, spontaneously generated active whole body movements may be more significant influences of fetal orientation at the time of birth.